
 Fuel Door  Valet ™
      Box Cont ent s:
     *  one (1) Fuel Door  Valet TM Module
     *  one (1) 15A mini-f use, pre-inst alled
     *  one (1) cable wir ing harness
     *  f ive (5) t -wire t aps
     *  f ive (5) cable t ies (not  required f or  inst all)
     *  one (1) inst ruct ional document

    ©2005, Top Down Technologies, I nc.
       All r ight s r eser ved.

Descr ipt ion:
The Fuel Door  Valet TM module pr ovides r emot e cont r olled f uel door  r elease
f r om t he st ock r emot e key FOB f or  t he 1997-2004 Cor vet t e, while st ill
allowing nor mal use of  t he st andar d r elease but t on and emer gency pull cor d.

Backgr ound:
The C5 has an elect r ic r elease f or  t he f uel door .  The r elease but t on is
locat ed inside t he cent er  console; easy enough t o access unless t he dr iver  is
out side t he car  or  t he console is kept  locked.  Reaching inside t he car  t o
act ivat e t he r elease is dif f icult  f r om out side t he car  as t he console is low and
opens away f r om t he dr iver ' s side.  By pr oviding access via r emot e cont r ol,
t he Fuel Door  Valet TM allows t he dr iver  t o access t he f uel t ank by simply
clicking a special lock-unlock sequence on t he st ock r emot e.  Ther e' s never  a
need t o get  back int o t he car  or  t o unlock t he cent er  console when r ef ueling.

Usage:
To r elease t he f uel door  via t he r emot e key f ob, simply pr ess lock, unlock, and
unlock again, all in r apid succession.  I f  t her e is mor e t han a one second pause
bet ween t wo key pr esses, t he sequence must  be r epeat ed in or der  t o t r igger
t he f uel door ' s r elease.

I nst allat ion:
[ t ools: 10mm socket , needle nose plier s, f lat head, (T15 t or x f or  conver t ibles)]
The Fuel Door  Valet ™ connect s t o t he f uel door  r elease swit ch leads under
t he t r im inside t he cent er  console ar ea.  I t  also r equir es a gr ound connect ion
and a connect ion t o t he OBDI I  ser ial dat a line.  All saf et y pr ecaut ions f or
aut omot ive elect r ical wir ing should be f ollowed.  I f  you do not  have elect r ical
wir ing exper ience, any qualif ied st er eo/ alar m inst allat ion f acilit y should be
able t o inst all t he module f or  you.  Please r ead t he “Ter ms of  Use, War r ant y,
and Liabilit y Waiver ” on t he r ight  bef or e pr oceeding t o t he inst allat ion
dir ect ions on t he next  sheet .

TERMS OF USE, WARRANTY, AND LIABILITY WAIVER

Top Down Technologies Inc., a California Corporation,  having  its principal  place of
business  in San Jose, CA ("Top Down Tech") of fers  its Fuel  Door  Valet ™ product  (the
"Product")  to you (the "Buyer") with  the terms,  condi tions  and  notices as fol lows:

1.Ter ms of  Use.
This Product  is of fered  to you condi tioned  upon  your  acceptance  without  modi f ication
of  the terms,  condi tions,  and  notices  contained  herein.  Instal lation  and/or  use of  thi s
Product  implies acceptance  of  al l  such  terms,  condi tions,  and  notices.  If you do not
agree to these terms,  Top Down Tech wil l  not  sel l  thi s Product  to you, and  in that  case
you shoul d  return  this Product  promptl y  at  Top Down Tech's expense  to Top Down
Technologies,  Inc.; 5339  Prospect  Road,  #338;  San Jose,  CA 95129.
2.Per sonal  and  Non- Commer cial  Use Limitat ion.
This Product  is for  your  personal  and  non- commercial  use.  You may  not  modi fy,
reproduce,  reverse engineer,  or  create derivative works from  this Product.
3.Par ts Warranty.
Top Down Tech  warrants  that  the Product  wil l  be free from  defects  for  a period  of  one
year.  Any  defects  in material s  or  workmanshi p  shal l  be repai red  or  replaced  at  Top
Down Tech's  sole discretion.  Top Down Tech  does not  warrant  against  damages  or
defects  arising  out  of  use of  the Product.  No warranty  of  any  kind,  expressed  or  impl ied,
is made regarding  the safety  of  the Product.  The enti re risk  as to the qual i ty  or
performance  of  the Product  is with  the Buyer.
4.L imitat ion  of  Liabil i t y.
In no event  shal l  Top Down Tech be liable for  any  di rect,  indi rect,  puni tive, incidental ,
special ,  consequenti al  damages,  or  any  damages  whatsoever  arising  out  of  or  connected
with  the use or  misuse  of  thi s Product.  Should  the Product  prove defective fol lowing
purchase,  Top Down Tech's  liabi l i ty  is limi ted  to the Buyer's purchase  price of  the
Product.  Top Down Tech shal l  not  have any  obligation  with  respect  to the Product  or
any  part  thereof,  whether  based  on contract,  tort,  strict  liabil i ty  or  otherwise.  Buyer
assumes  all  risks and  liabil i ty  from  use of  Product.
5.Other  Statements.
Top Down Tech's employees  or  representati ves'  ORAL OR OTHER WRITTEN
STATEMENTS DO NOT CONSTITUTE WARRANTIES, shal l  not  be relied  upon  by Buyer,
and  are not  a part  of  the contract  for  sale or  thi s limi ted  warranty.
6.Ent ir e Obligat ion.
This TERMS OF USE, WARRANTY, AND LIABILITY WAIVER document  states  the enti re
obl igation  of  Top Down Tech  with  respect  to the Product.  If  any  part  of  thi s agreement
is determi ned  to be void,  invalid,  unenforceable or  illegal,  includi ng,  but  not  limi ted  to
the warranty  disclaimers  and  liabil i ty  limi tations  set  forth  above,  then  the inval id  or
unenforceable provision  wil l  be deemed  superseded  by a valid,  enforceable provision
that  most  closely  matches  the intent  of  the original  provision  and  the remainder  of  the
agreement  shal l  remai n  in ful l  force and  effect.
7.Gener al.
This agreement  is governed  by the laws of  the Commonweal th  of  California,  USA. You
hereby  consent  to enter  into  arbi tration  all  disputes  arising  out  of  or  relating  to the use
of  thi s Product.  Arbi tration  will  take place in Santa Clara County,  CA. Use of  this
Product  is unauthori zed  in any  juri sdiction  that  does not  give effect  to all  provisions  of
these terms  and  condi ti ons,  including  without  limi tation  this paragraph.
8.M odi f icat ion  of  Ter ms and  Condit i ons.
Top Down Tech  reserves  the right  to change the terms,  condi tions,  and  notices  under
which  thi s Product  is of fered.
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I nst allat ion (cont inued):
Be sur e t hat  t he bat t er y is disconnect ed bef or e at t empt ing t o wir e any new
accessor ies.  An inadver t ent  shor t  could blow a f use or  cause ext r eme
heat ing or  melt ing of  met al t ools.  This can be ver y danger ous.  A r ing or  loose
j ewelr y could shor t  and melt  causing sever e bur ns.

The Fuel Door  Valet TM r equir es a const ant  +12V supply.  Be sur e t his line is
pr oper ly f used. (The or ange wir e at  t he Fuel Door  Release Swit ch in t he C5
meet s t his r equir ement  per f ect ly.)  The pr e-inst alled f use inside t he Fuel
Door  Valet TM only pr ot ect s t he Fuel Door  Valet TM and it ' s f uel r elease
act uat or  out put  f r om shor t s, so t he main supply line st ill needs it s own f use.

Be sur e t hat  all new wir ing is r out ed t o avoid any moving par t s, such as gear
shif t er s and f oot  pedals, wher e r epet it ive mot ion or  vibr at ion can wear  wir ing
and cause elect r ical damage or  int er f er e wit h dr iver  saf et y. 

Wir et aps ar e supplied t o make connect ing t he Fuel Door  Valet TM quick and
easy.  These connect or s ar e made by 3M and ar e UL list ed.  They can be
slipped ar ound an exist ing wir e wit hout  having t o cut  or  splice int o it .  The
side is f olded up and snapped closed t o hold t he main wir e in place.  The new
connect ion is made by sliding t he end of  an unst r ipped wir e f ully int o t he
r emaining por t  and pr essing t he met al clip wit h a pair  of  plier s unt il t he clip is
f lush wit h t he plast ic body.  The lid snaps closed t o insulat e t he connect ion.

Recommended pr ocedur e f or  inst allat ion in a C5:

St ep 0:  (conver t ibles only)  For  conver t ible C5' s,
t he “wat er f all” must  be r emoved t o gain access t o
t he cent er  console ar ea.  Let  t he t op down and
leave t he deck lid up.  Begin by r emoving t he f our
T15 t or que-head scr ews (t wo per  side), and t hen
slide t he paint ed body panel up and of f  t he
conver t ible lat ching har dwar e.  Set  t his piece
saf ely aside.

St ep 1:  Disconnect  power  and pr oceed wit h
caut ion.  Open t he cent er  console st or age
lid.  Then, pop out  t he cent er  console
cont r ol panel ver y car ef ully.  The ser vice
manuals suggest  using a f lat  scr ewdr iver
wit h a pr ot ect ive clot h t o pr event  damage
t o t he console panel' s f inish.  Alt er nat ely,
it  can be done bar e handed wit h a car ef ul,

st r ong
gr ip by pr ying upwar d on t he edges t hat  ar e
t owar ds t he console st or age ar ea.  Then
r emove t he cable connect or  t o f r ee t he
console panel and set  t he panel saf ely aside.
Also disconnect  t he st or age ar ea' s
accessor y power  connect or .  Not e t hat  each
connect or  has a locking t ab.

St ep 2:  Remove t he t wo f ast ener  cover s at
t he r ear  of  t he st or age ar ea.  The cover s
can be r emoved by hand or  by using a small
f lat head scr ewdr iver  f or  lever age.  Remove
t he t wo exposed 10mm nut s wit h a socket
wr ench.  Then r emove t he ot her  t wo nut s
t hat  wer e r evealed when t he console
cont r ol panel was r emoved.  Lif t  t he r ear  of
t he console j ust  enough t o clear  t he bolt s
and slide t he panel r ear war d unt il it  clear s t he f r ont  of  t he console ar ea.

Lif t  t he whole assembly up and r each
under neat h and inside t he f uel swit ch ar ea
and disconnect  t he connect or  (t his
connect or  also has a locking t ab) f r om t he
swit ch housing.  Lif t  t he ent ir e console out
and set  it  aside.  A second per son may make
an easier  j ob of  disconnect ing t he f uel
r elease swit ch cable.

St ep 3:  Wit h t he cent er  console st or age ar ea out  of  t he way, t he Fuel Door
Valet TM can be easily wir ed int o t he f uel r elease swit ch' s cable.  Slide t he
or ange and pink wir es f r om t he Fuel Door  Valet TM' s wir ing har ness kit
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under neat h t he t r im on t he dr iver ' s side
near  t he cent er  console panel ar ea
(f ollowing t he ver t ical yellow ar r ow in t he
pict ur e).  Run t he t wo wir es bet ween t he
suppor t  member s, acr oss t he open ar ea and
in bet ween t he t wo suppor t  member s on t he
passenger  side, and t hen r out e r ear war d
t owar ds t he f uel door  swit ch connect or .
Using one 3M wir e t ap, connect  t he pink wir e t o t he pink wir e of  t he f uel
door  swit ch cable, and t hen wit h a second 3M wir et ap, connect  t he or ange
wir e t o t he or ange wir e of  t he f uel door  swit ch cable.

St ep 4:  Ther e ar e t wo plast ic f ast ener s
t hat  hold t he OBDI I  connect or  in place.
These f ast ener s can be pr ied out war ds
wit h a f lat head scr ewdr iver  and t hen pulled
st r aight  out  wit h a small set  of  needle nose
plier s.  These ar e “r idged” plast ic and can
be st r ipped out  of  t he holes and t hen
r eused.  Once t he f ast ener s ar e out , t he
OBDI I  connect or ' s wir es can be pulled t o
get  j ust  a lit t le slack f r om t he wir ing har ness f eeding t he connect or .

St ep 5:  At t ach t he pur ple Fuel Door
Valet TM wir e (pin 6) t o t he pur ple wir e (pin
2) of  t he OBDI I  connect or .  Be sur e t o
at t ach t he wir es as f ar  away f r om t he
connect or  as possible so t hat  t he wir et aps
can be manipulat ed t o make r oom f or  t he
connect or  t o go back int o it ' s or iginal place.
Also connect  t he black wir e (pin 4) of  t he
Fuel Door  Valet TM har ness t o t he black wir e
(also pin 4) of  t he OBDI I  connect or , again making r oom t o manipulat e t he
complet ed connect ions.  I f  t he wir et aps ar e ver y close t o t he connect or , t he
connect or  may have dif f icult y sit t ing f lush again, unless bot h wir et aps ar e
laid per f ect ly f lat .  Give your self  mor e r oom t han t he phot o.

* *  (You may skip t o St ep 10 t o t est  t he cir cuit r y bef or e r eassembly, but  be
sur e t o disconnect  t he bat t er y again bef or e cont inuing on t o St ep 6.)

St ep 6:  Place t he wir et aps adj acent  t o each ot her  and f lat  against  t he
OBDI I  connect or  and hold t he connect or  snuggly in place.  Push t he plast ic
f ast ener s back int o place as t ight ly as t hey' ll go.  The connect or  should f it  as
snug and f lush as bef or e.

St ep 7:  Replace t he cent er  console and be sur e t o r econnect  t he f uel door
swit ch cable.  Slide t he console f or war d unt il it ' s f lush in it ' s old locat ion, but
be sur e t o hold t he r ear  upwar d unt il i t  clear s t he connect or  bolt s.  Once in
place, secur e and t ight en all f our  nut s and cover  t he r ear  t wo wit h t heir  lids.  

St ep 8:  Take t he cent er  console cont r ol panel and at t ach it ' s connect or
cable.  Reat t ach t he accessor y power  connect or .  Then snap t he cent er
console cont r ol panel car ef ully back int o place.

St ep 9:  (conver t ibles only)  Car ef ully slide t he wat er f all back over  t he t op
r elease har dwar e.  Align t he panel so t hat  all f our  t or que scr ews can be
r einser t ed.  Reinst all, but  do not  over  t ight en.

St ep 10:  Reconnect  t he bat t er y and t est  t he cir cuit r y.  Be sur e t hat  t he
car ' s r emot e lock and unlock but t ons st ill wor k.  I f  t he key FOB is no longer
in sync wit h t he vehicle because of  t he loss of  power , pr ess and hold t he lock
and unlock but t ons t oget her  on t he FOB f or  mor e t han 10 seconds or  unt il t he
hor n blows.  This will usually r est or e FOB synchr onizat ion.  I f  it  does not ,
please see your  car ' s owner ' s manual f or  r epr ogr amming a key FOB.  Then, t o
t est  t he Fuel Door  Valet TM, simply pr ess lock, unlock, and unlock in r apid
succession (wit h less t han one second bet ween subsequent  pr esses).  The f uel
door  should pop open.  Also check t hat  t he manual f uel door  r elease but t on
inside t he cent er  console st i ll oper at es pr oper ly, if  t he cent er  console is back
in place.

St ep 11:   The f inal st ep is t o secur ely mount  t he Fuel
Door  Valet TM so it  does not  f all or  r at t le.  This can be
done wit h t he double-sided st icky f oam.  Simply slide
t he unit  up inside t he t r im as shown and f ind a place it
easily f it s, not ing t he or ient at ion and r out ing of  t he
cables, t hen r emove t he backing f r om t he f oam t ape,
and r einst all.  Ther e is a suppor t  “boss” under neat h t he t r im.  An easy f it  is
j ust  along it s edge and t owar d t he f r ont  of  t he car .  Make sur e t he f it  is
f air ly f lat  and t hat  t her e is not  a lot  of  t ension in t he wir ing.  Enj oy!
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Tr oubleshoot ing:

Since t he Fuel Door  Valet TM only connect s t o power , gr ound, OBDI I  dat a, and
t he f uel r elease act uat or , any possible pr oblems will likely be easy t o isolat e.
Her e' s a f ew t ips on t r oubleshoot ing syst em issues r elat ed t o t he
connect ions:

*  Be sur e t he bat t er y has been r econnect ed.

*  I f  t he f uel door  r elease but t on inside t he cent er  console does not  oper at e,
t he connect or  t o t he swit ch may not  be seat ed pr oper ly.  Also, if  a shor t
bet ween power  and gr ound occur r ed when t he cir cuit s wer e live, t he f use f or
t he f uel r elease syst em may be blown.

*  I f  t he key f ob no longer  oper at es t he door  locks, be sur e t hat  t he OBDI I
dat a line is not  shor t ed.  An easy t est  f or  t his is t o lock/ unlock t he door s
f r om t he dr iver  door  panel.  I f  t he OBDI I  line is shor t ed, t he passenger  door
lock will not  r espond, but  t he dr iver  lock may cont inue t o wor k.  I f  t his is t he
case, r eview t he wir ing t o be sur e t he OBDI I  dat a line is not  shor t ing t o
power , gr ound, or  anot her  wir e.

*  I f  t he key f ob st i ll does not  oper at e t he door  locks, be sur e t hat  t he f ob
did not  lose synchr onizat ion wit h t he car ' s secur it y syst em while t he bat t er y
was unplugged.  Holding down bot h lock and unlock on t he key f ob
simult aneously f or  about  10 seconds will usually r esync t he f ob; t he hor n will
t oot  if  t his is successf ul.  Ther e is a mor e det ailed synchr onizat ion pr ocedur e
in t he car ' s owner ' s manual if  t he simple r esync does not  wor k.

Suppor t :

Top Down Technologies, I nc.
5339 Pr ospect  Road, # 338
San J ose, CA  95129-5033
(866) 838-4669 main
(877) 497-9754 f ax
ht t p:/ / www.TopDownTech.com

Elect r ical wir ing diagr am:

        ©2005, Top Down Technologies, I nc.  All r ight s r eser ved.
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Fuel Door Valet Electric Fuel Door Release Circuit

OBDII Data Connector
with wiring harness under dash

Pin 6: Purple

Pin 4: Black

Pin 1: Orange

Pin 2: Pink

Constant Battery

Fuel Release Switch

Fuel Door Release Actuator

Fuse


